
tbf - What We Believe 
 

God, the Creator and Sustainer of Life 
 
Genesis 1:1-2 
1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and empty, 
darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 
 
Psalm 19:1-4 
1 The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 
2 Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they reveal knowledge. 
3 They have no speech, they use no words; no sound is heard from them. 
4 Yet their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world. 
 
Romans 1:20 
20 For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have 
been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse. 
 
Hebrews 11:3 
3 By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is seen was not 
made out of what was visible. 
 
Job 33:4 
4 The Spirit of God has made me; the breath of the Almighty gives me life. 
 
Psalm 139:13-16 
13 For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
14 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. 
15 My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place, when I was woven together in 
the depths of the earth. 
16 Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of 
them came to be. 
 
Ecclesiastes 3:11 
11 He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the human heart; yet no one can 
fathom what God has done from beginning to end. 
 
Revelation 4:11 
11 “You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and 
by your will they were created and have their being.” 
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Jesus, the Son of God 
 
Isaiah 9:6 
6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 
John 1:1-5, 9-14 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in 
the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In 
him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it. 9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in the 
world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that 
which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed 
in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of 
human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling 
among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of 
grace and truth. 
 
Hebrews 1:1-3 
1 In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 2 but in 
these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom 
also he made the universe. 3 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his 
being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at 
the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. 
 
Colossians 1:15-17 
15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For in him all things were 
created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 
authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He is before all things, and in him all 
things hold together. 
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The Holy Spirit 
 
John 4:23-24 
23 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and 
in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must 
worship in the Spirit and in truth.” 
 
John 14:15-17 
15 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to 
help you and be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither 
sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. 
 
John 14:25-27 
25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send 
in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave 
with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled 
and do not be afraid. 
 
John 15:26-27 
26 “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father—the Spirit of truth who goes out 
from the Father—he will testify about me. 27 And you also must testify, for you have been with me from the 
beginning. 
 
 

The Holy Bible 

 
Psalm 1:1-3 
1 Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in the way that sinners take or sit in 
the company of mockers, 2 but whose delight is in the law of the Lord, and who meditates on his law day 
and night. 3 That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and 
whose leaf does not wither—whatever they do prospers. 
 
Psalm 19:7 
7 The law of the Lord is perfect, refreshing the soul. The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, 
making wise the simple. 
 
Psalm 119:105 
105 Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path. 
 
2 Timothy 3:16-17 
16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
 
Hebrews 4:12 
12 For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to 
dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.  
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Salvation through Faith in Christ 
 
John 14:6 
6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life.  
No one comes to the Father except through me.” 
 
John 3:16 
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life. 
 
Romans 3:23-24 
23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 
 
Romans 5:6-8 
6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will 
anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But 
God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
 
Romans 10:9-10 
9 If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your 
mouth that you profess your faith and are saved. 
 
Ephesians 2:4-10  
4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we 
were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and 
seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show 
the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace 
you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, 
so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which 
God prepared in advance for us to do. 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Matthew 6:9-13 
9 “This, then, is how you should pray: “‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 10 your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 11 Give us today our daily bread. 12 And forgive us  
our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us  
from the evil one.’ 
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The Greatest Commandment  
 
Mark 12:28-31 
28 One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a 
good answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?” 29 “The most 
important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30 Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’  
31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.” 
 
 

The Great Commission 
 
Matthew 28:16-20 
16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they 
saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
 
 

Life in Christ 
 
Matthew 5:1-12 
1Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, 
2 and he began to teach them. He said: 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 5 Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the 
earth. 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 7 Blessed are the 
merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 9 Blessed are 
the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because 
of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute 
you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is 
your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
 
Matthew 16:24-27 
24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up 
their cross and follow me. 25 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for 
me will find it. 26 What good will it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what 
can anyone give in exchange for their soul? 27 For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with 
his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what they have done. 
 
John 10:10 
10“… I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” 
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Galatians 2:20-21 
20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, 
I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 21 I do not set aside the grace of 
God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!” 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17-21 
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 18 All this 
is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that 
God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has 
committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God 
were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made 
him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
 
Galatians 5:22-26 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness 
and self-control. 
 
1 Corinthians 13:4-8 
4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not dishonor 
others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight 
in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.  8 

Love never fails…. 
 
Philippians 2:3-4 
3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not 
looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others. 
 
Philippians 4:4-8 
8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such 
things. 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
16 Rejoice always, 17 pray continually, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in 
Christ Jesus. 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not treat prophecies with contempt 21 but test them all; hold 
on to what is good, 22 reject every kind of evil. 23 May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through 
and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 24 The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it. 
 
Colossians 3:12-17 
12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a 
grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, 
which binds them all together in perfect unity. 15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as 
members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the message of Christ dwell among 
you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from 
the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do 
it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
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2 Peter 1:3-11 
3 His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of him who 
called us by his own glory and goodness. 4 Through these he has given us his very great and precious 
promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature, having escaped the corruption in 
the world caused by evil desires. 
5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 6 and 
to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7 and to 
godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. 8 For if you possess these qualities in increasing 
measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 9 But whoever does not have them is nearsighted and blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed 
from their past sins. 
10 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every effort to confirm your calling and election. For if you do 
these things, you will never stumble, 11 and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
 

Peace in God 
 
Psalm 23  
1The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2 He makes me to lie down in green pastures; 
He leads me beside the still waters. 3 He restores my soul; He leads me in the paths of righteousness For 
His name’s sake. 4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; For You 
are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of 
my enemies; You anoint my head with oil; My cup runs over. 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
All the days of my life; And I will dwell in the house of the Lord Forever. 
 
Isaiah 26:3 
3 You will keep in perfect peace those whose minds are steadfast, because they trust in you. 
 
Matthew 11:28-30 
28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you 
and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke 
is easy and my burden is light.” 
 
Matthew 6:25-34 
25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you 
will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do 
not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more 
valuable than they? 27 Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life? 
28 “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. 
29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 30 If that is how God 
clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much 
more clothe you—you of little faith? 31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we 
drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father 
knows that you need them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be 
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given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each 
day has enough trouble of its own. 
 
Romans 8:5-6 
5 Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh desires; but those who live in 
accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. 6 The mind governed by the flesh 
is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace. 
 
Philippians 4:4-8 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is 
near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
1 Peter 5:5-7 
5 All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, “God opposes the proud 
but shows favor to the humble.” 6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift 
you up in due time.    7 Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 
 
Isaiah 66:2 
2 Has not my hand made all these things, and so they came into being?” declares the Lord. 
“These are the ones I look on with favor: those who are humble and contrite in spirit, and who  
tremble at my word. 
 
 

Strength in God 
 
Nehemiah 8:10 
10 Nehemiah said, “… Do not grieve, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” 
 
Isaiah 40:28-31 
28 Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the 
earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom. 29 He gives strength to the 
weary and increases the power of the weak. 30 Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble 
and fall; 31 but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they 
will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint. 
 
Proverbs 18:10 
10 The name of the Lord is a strong tower; The righteous run to it and are safe. 
 
Philippians 4:13  
13 I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. 
 
2 Timothy 1:7 
7 For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love and self-discipline. 
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Hebrews 12:1-3 
1Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that 
hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 

fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the 
cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who 
endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 
 
 

Discerning God’s Will 
 
Proverbs 3:5-6  
5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; 
6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths. 
 
Psalm 37:3-4  
3 Trust in the Lord and do good; dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture. 
4 Take delight in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart. 
 
Romans 12:1-2 
1Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of 
this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve 
what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 
 
Romans 8:28-30 
28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called 
according to his purpose. 29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of 
his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 30 And those he predestined, he 
also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified. 
 
 

God’s Faithfulness 
 
Lamentations 3:22-23 
22 Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. 
23 They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 
 
Romans 8:31-39 
31 What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who 
did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give 
us all things? 33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 

Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to 
life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is 
written: 
“For your sake we face death all day long; 
we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
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37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that 
neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 

neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God 
that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
 

Christ’s Return 
 
John 14:1-3 
1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. 2 My Father’s house has many 
rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you?  
3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may  
be where I am. 
 
Matthew 24:3-14, 30-31, 36-46  
3 As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. “Tell us,” they said, 
“when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?” 
4 Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you. 5 For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am 
the Messiah,’ and will deceive many. 6 You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are 
not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 7 Nation will rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 8 All these are the 
beginning of birth pains. 
9 “Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations 
because of me. 10 At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, 11 and 
many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. 12 Because of the increase of wickedness, the 
love of most will grow cold, 13 but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved. 14 And this gospel of the 
kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. 
30 “Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven. And then all the peoples of the earth will mourn 
when they see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven, with power and great glory. 31 And he will 
send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of 
the heavens to the other. 
36 “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father. 37 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For in the days 
before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah 
entered the ark; 39 and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all 
away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Two men will be in the field; one will be 
taken and the other left. 41 Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left. 
42 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 43 But understand 
this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept 
watch and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 So you also must be ready, because the Son of 
Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him. 
45 “Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the servants in his 
household to give them their food at the proper time? 46 It will be good for that servant whose master finds 
him doing so when he returns. 
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Matthew 25:31-46 
31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious throne. 32 

All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 
34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your 
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave 
me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited 
me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you 
came to visit me.’ 37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, 
or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing 
clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ 
40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of 
mine, you did for me.’ 41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into 
the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I 
was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed 
clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.’ 
44 “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or 
sick or in prison, and did not help you?’ 45 “He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of 
the least of these, you did not do for me.’ 46 “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the 
righteous to eternal life.” 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:15-18 
15 According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left until the coming of the 
Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will come down from 
heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the 
dead in Christ will rise first. 17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with 
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore 
encourage one another with these words. 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:5-11  
5 Now, brothers and sisters, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, 2 for you know very well 
that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 While people are saying, “Peace and safety,” 
destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 
4 But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief. 5 You 
are all children of the light and children of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness. 6 So 
then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be awake and sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep 
at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, 
putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet. 9 For God did not appoint 
us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 10 He died for us so that, whether 
we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build each 
other up, just as in fact you are doing. 
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1 Corinthians 15:51-58 
51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— 52 in a flash, in the twinkling 
of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will 
be changed. 53 For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 
54 When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the 
saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.” 
55 “Where, O death, is your victory? 
Where, O death, is your sting?” 
56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
58 Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to 
the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain. 
 

12 


